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Introduction
The Curtainside Advantage

Curtainsider truck trailers and truck bodies have been the enclosure of choice in Europe 
for many years, having evolved from earlier tarped systems for transport. Cramped 
space, few loading docks and limited time for loading and unloading made these efficient 
systems mandatory.

About fifteen years ago, this proven means of transportation came to the U.S. and has 
steadily grown in acceptance as the “modern” solution to many transport problems. 
Allvan immediately saw the potential advantages to trucking and became one of the early 
pioneers in the U.S. to offer curtainsided trailers and bodies.

Flexibility is key to such systems. Safety and ease of operations are its main attractions to 
drivers and improved efficiency is its main attraction to owners. A major feature for most 
users is the versatility to haul most any legal flatbed loads or van loads and keep them all 
safe and dry.

As the art of designing and building this type of enclosure has evolved, Allvan has added 
features and conveniences that give the trucker maximum efficiency, load protection, and 
cost-effective operation.

Please read this manual thoroughly before operating your Allvan Curtainsider. The 
information will help protect your investment. Some information is also important to your 
safety and must be read and understood to help prevent possible injury to the operator or 
others. If anything in this manual is confusing or hard to understand, please call Allvan 
USA, LLC at 615 459-2511 for clarification before operating or maintaining this equipment.

 Table of Contents

Introduction

 The Curtainside
 Advantage

Operation

 Checklist

 Safety Precautions

 Curtain Operations

 Buckle Operations

Side Post Operations

 Center Post Operations

Maintenance

 Maintenance Schedule

 Curtain Cleaning

 Curtain Repair Process

 Curtain Roller Servicing

Replacement Parts

 Replacement Parts List

Allvan Services

Repair Services



4

Operation
Checklist

Prior to starting each trip with a Curtainsider, the driver should do a pre-trip inspection 
of the unit. All components should be checked carefully for damage or excessive wear. 
Although Allvan does not manufacture the flatbed, we recommend  you also follow 
the flatbed manufacturer’s inspection procedure. The following components of your 
Curtainsider upperstructure should be checked before each trip.

• Curtain rollers – inspect for broken or flat rollers.

• Tensioners at both front corners – make sure the curtains are properly tensioned.

• Pelmet – inspect the vinyl seal at the top of the curtains for damage or tears.

• Buckles – lower straps should be securely fastened to the bottom of the trailer side rails 
and pulled snug through the buckle.

• Straps – check for worn of missing straps. Position strap ends under the fastened buckles 
to prevent wear from wind flutter.

• Lights – inspect all body and trailer lights for proper function.

• Movable posts – All movable posts should be locked in place in their proper position.
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Operation
Safety Precautions

Several warning labels can be found on your Curtainsider indicating proper operation 
procedures, maintenance, and safety. It is critical that the operator follows the 
instructions on the warning labels. Failure to follow these instructions may result in 
bodily injury, property damage, or voiding of the manufacturer’s warranty.

The following are safety and operation decals located on your Allvan Curtainsider:

Please use caution when operating the movable side posts; they tend to open at the scissor 
point with some force. The buckles also may open with force. It is recommended that you 
place a thumb on the face of the buckle tab (paddle) while releasing the latch (the part that 
swings up).
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Operation
Curtain Operation

Opening the Curtain

 1. Release the buckles and unhook the rave hooks (the wire hook at the base of the 
strap) from beneath the side rail the full length of the trailer. (See Buckle Operation 
for more details).

 2. Release the tension from the curtain tensioner (located at the lower front corner of 
the curtain) by disengaging the tensioner handle.

 3. Release the curtain pole by lifting up and pulling outward on its lower end, clearing 
the spindle on the tensioner.

 4. From the front corner, step back to the third buckle position. Grasp the lower strap 
and pull the curtain toward the rear of the trailer.

 5. Hook in place to curtain hook.

 6. To open the curtain from the rear, remove the quick release handle from the cradle 
(beware of rapid handle movement/unwinding). Unbuckle the curtain straps as 
needed to open the curtain.

Closing the Curtain

 1. Before closing the curtain, ensure that all support posts are properly reinstalled.

 2. At the rear of the curtain, grasp the curtain end pole and pull to the rear corner.

 3. Insert the top of the pole into the pocket on the underside of the header behind the 
pelmet.

 4. Lift the bottom of the pole over and onto the quick release spindle.

 5. Rotate the quick release handle one and a half turns.

 6. Go to the front of the tensioner.

 7.  Insert the top of the curtain end pole under the pelmet and into the hole in the header.

 8. Lift the bottom of the curtain pole over and onto the spindle of the tensioner.

 9. Use the ratchet handle to tension the curtain. Excessive tensioning may cause 
damage to the curtain hardware and curtain.

 10. Once the longitudinal tension is set, walk the length of the trailer, hooking the rave 
hooks under the side rail of the trailer and pull down on each lower strap until just 
snug, and then snap the paddle latches into place.

A weekly inspection program is suggested for your Curtainsider and trailer chassis. 
Recorded documentation should be maintained, detailing the inspection schedule and the 
replacement or repair of component parts.
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Operation
Buckle Operation

Opening the Curtain Buckles

 1. Release buckles on each strap by 
pressing down on the front plate and 
upwards on the trigger.

Closing the Cutrain Buckles

 1. Tension buckle lightly (1 to 2 lbs.) 
then release strap.

 2. Lever over while placing the strap 
beneath the buckle front plate (to 
eliminate wind whipping).

 3. Press shut.

Caution: Over-tensioning will cause 
roof rail bending. Under-tensioning will 
cause indentions in the roof rails. Uneven 
alternate tensioning can cause roof cracks.
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Operation
Side Post Operation

Removing posts:

 1. Unhook the retaining clip from the end of the locking pin under the handle.

 2. Firmly grasp the handle on the right side of the post channel assembly with your 
right hand.

 3. Using your left hand, pull the locking pin out of the channel and let it hang by its 
tether.

 4. Grasp the long upper tube of the post with your left hand.

 5. Pull the handle toward you to lower the post and disengage the pin at the roof.

 6. Use both hands to lower the post to the horizontal position.

Caution: When the side posts are locked in place, the handle can swing out and downward 
when locking pin is removed. Stand clear of the scissor movement of the post. It is 
recommended that a maximum of two posts should be moved simultaneously. Handle 
with care when removing the locking pin.

To reinstall posts:

 1. Raise the side post into the vertical position and insert the floor pin into the hole in 
the side rail.

 2. Grasp handle on the channel with your right hand and guide the top pin into the 
bracket at the roof with your left hand and proceed to close the locking channel.

 3. Insert the locking pin though the post assembly from the left side.

 4. Rotate pin so that the retaining clip can wrap around the inside of the post.

 5. Attach the retaining clip to the end of the locking pin of the right side.

 Table of Contents

Introduction

 The Curtainside
 Advantage

Operation

 Checklist

 Safety Precautions

 Curtain Operations

 Buckle Operations

Side Post Operations

 Center Post Operations

Maintenance

 Maintenance Schedule

 Curtain Cleaning

 Curtain Repair Process

 Curtain Roller Servicing

Replacement Parts

 Replacement Parts List

Allvan Services

Repair Services



9

Operation
Center Post Operation

The post is “keyed” into the roof bow and 
pinned to the floor with spring loaded 
pins. Below are instructions for removing, 
stowing, and installing the center posts.

Caution: Take care not to strike the roof 
sheet with the post.

Removing Posts

 1. Pull the spring-loaded pins up 
and rotate them into the retracted 
position (see photo A).

 2. Rotate the post 90° so the spring 
loaded pins are 90° to the holes in the 
floor plate (see photo B).

 3. Remove the bottom of the post by 
swinging it out (see photo C).

 4. The key will disengage from the roof 
bow when properly aligned with the 
keyway (see phot D and E).

 5. Turn the post slightly back and forth 
until the key slides easily out (see 
photo E). Do not force.

Stowing Posts

 1. Move post to the front of bulkhead 
(see photo F).

 2. Align the post so the key slides easily into the keyway (see 
photo E).

 3. Position the bottom of the post by swinging it in (see photo 
C).

 4. Rotate the post 90° so the spring loaded pins are aligned with 
the holes in the floor plate (see photo G).

 5. Release the spring loaded pins into the engagement holes 
(see photo H).

Installing Posts

 1. Align the post so the key slides easily into the keyway (see 
photo D).

 2. Position the bottom of the post by swinging it in as shown 
(see photo C).

 3. Rotate the post 90° so the spring loaded pins are aligned with 
the holes in the floor plate (see photo A).

 4. Release the spring loaded pins into the engagement position 
(see photo A).

A B

C

D

E

G

F

H
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Maintenance
Maintenance Schedule

The following maintenance schedule is recommended by Allvan in order to keep your 
Curtainsider in top condition.

 Paint: Inspect paint frequently and touch up as needed to prevent oxidation.

 Curtains: Inspect curtains regularly for weld separations, punctures and tears. Small 
tears can be patched easily, preventing them from becoming larger tears. Wash 
curtains regularly with a mild detergent. Cleaning with strong abrasives will damage 
the curtains. Do not over tighten curtains either vertically or horizontally.

 Straps: Inspect for tears and fraying. Replace as needed.

 Tensioners: Lubricate with light grease at zerk fitting. Wash out dirt and road grime. 
Inspect frequently for damage and replace as needed.

 Roof Rails: Regularly check the mounting bolts at each end gusset for tightness. Clean 
roller track monthly to prevent buildup of debris which may interfere with operation 
of the curtains. DO NOT use a grease lubricant in the track as it will affect roller 
operation. A light oil or silicone may help sticky rollers.

 Rollers: If curtains are difficult to open, inspect rollers for flat spots.

 Rear Posts: Torque rear posts pin bolt to 80 ft-lbs. every 90 days. Refer to caution decal 
located near the bottom of the rear corner post.

 Removable Posts: Inspect for forklift impact or other damage. Posts do not require 
maintenance; however, frequent inspection is advised. Refer to the decal on each 
post for safe operation. Beware of finger pinching hazard when replacing posts into 
position.

 Hardware: Adjust lock rods and hinges. Tighten bolts as needed.
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Maintenance
Curtain Cleaning

For the past several years, extensive tests have been conducted using many cleaning 
products available on the market. Soaps in both powder and liquid forms and 
combinations of the two have been used experimentally. The criteria in determining the 
success or failure of a product was:

 • Removal of engine smoke from front corners.

 • Removal of road films, grease, etc.

 • No damage to graphics.

 • No damage to acrylic lacquer top coat found on original curtain material.

 • Effective job with minimal difficulty and without removing curtain from trailer.

Note: It is extremely important that you do not attempt to clean sections larger than 
recommended by the cleaning product manufacturer and that the cleaners be rinsed with 
water before drying on a curtain surface. Use caution when using cleaning compounds. 
Refer to manufacturer’s warning and instructions before use. Be sure cleaner is compatible 
with curtain material. Contact Allvan Parts Department if you have any questions.

Working your way down the curtain five feet at a time, spray cleaner onto curtain top to 
bottom and scrub with a long handled stiff natural or poly bristle brush.

Before the mixture dries, rinse the five foot section with water, then move to the next 
section to be cleaned and repeat the process.

For the first cleaning, or when results are not acceptable, an intermediate step can be taken. 
Try this method:

 1. Apply Cleaner

 2. Scrub

 3. Apply Cleaner

 4. Scrub

 5. Rinse with water

Caution: Care should be taken when cleaning an area with graphics. Graphics have been 
applied over the acrylic topcoat and can be damaged if care is not taken. Use gentle strokes 
and rinse immediately. Note the effects on the graphics before proceeding.
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Maintenance
Curtain Repair Process

Although the curtain material is relatively strong and durable, operators of this equipment 
will on occasion need to perform repairs due to damage sustained during operation of 
the vehicle. In most cases, the repairs can be and should be performed by a company 
personnel in order to minimize down time, cost, and/or damage to loads.

There are two different methods for repairing curtains; gluing methods and a heat gun 
process. We strongly recommend the gluing method for simple repairs since it has less 
risk of damaging the curtain material if done improperly.

Curtain Patching  using Vinyl Adhesive (Gluing Method):

Small to medium-sized tears and punctures in curtains can be repaired using patches 
made from matching curtain material adhered with a vinyl contact adhesive such as HH-
66 vinyl cement made by R-H Products Co.

Proceed as follows:

 1. Measure the tear or puncture to determine the required size for the patch. The patch 
should be large enough so that the edges of the patch extend at least two inches 
beyond the extremities of the tear. (The curtain fabric is smoother on the outside 
than on the inside. The weave of the polyester fabric is more prominent on the 
inside of the curtain material. Keep this in mind as you proceed.)

 2. If you are repairing a tear and there is no material missing, it may be better to apply 
the patch to the inside of the curtain. Whichever side you apply it to, clean the area 
to remove any dirt or grease.

 3. Mark the area on the curtain that will be covered by the patch.

 4. Prime one side of the patch and the area of the curtain that the patch will be applied 
to by rubbing with a cloth that has been moistened with acetone or M. E. K. Rub 
just enough to remove the sheen from the surfaces. This will give a tooth to the 
surface for the contact cement to adhere to. Let any excess solvent evaporate before 
proceeding.

 5. Using a brush, apply an even coat of the contact cement to the two surfaces to be 
joined. Try to keep a consistent thickness over the entire surface.

 6. Let the cement dry for at least 2 minutes but not more than 5 minutes before 
applying the patch to the curtain.

 7. Have a helper hold a board on the other side of the curtain while you press the patch 
firmly onto the curtain. Start applying the patch at one edge and work your way 
to the opposite edge to prevent trapping of air bubbles. Use a small rubber roller to 
make sure the patch makes good contact with the curtain over the entire area.

 8. The adhesive bond strength will increase over time as the remaining solvent in the 
cement evaporates. The bond should be strong enough for service after a few hours. 
The longer you can wait before putting the unit into service the better.
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Maintenance
Heat Gun Process:

On-site repairs can be performed in a matter of minutes with the following equipment:

 1. An industrial heat gun with no more than a 2” tip range up to 1500° heat.

 2. A grounded extension cord.

 3. A silicone rubber roller.

 4. A pair of industrial quality scissors.

 5. Patch material.

 6. Denatured alcohol.

Step One: Assessment

You must first assess the extent of damage to determine if a patch will repair the damage 
or if the curtain has been damaged to the extent of requiring return to the manufacturer. 
For instance, if the damage is a small hole or tear in the curtain the repair can be 
performed on-site. However, if the tear includes damage to pole pockets or and original 
weld, the curtain should be sent to an authorized curtain repair facility. Take note if the 
repaired sectioned will require graphics as well.

Step Two: Curtain Preparation

The curtain material must be cleaned on both sides at the damaged area. To avoid chemical 
damage, we recommend using denatured alcohol.

Step Three: Prepare Patches

Patches should be installed on the inside of the curtain where possible. Patches installed on 
the outside are vulnerable to wind flow while on the road and do not provide the desired 
cosmetic appearance. The patch material should be cut to overlap the hole at least 2 to 3 
inches on all sides. For best results, round the edges to avoid corners that pull away easily.

Step Four: Prepare to Patch

The heat gun should be allowed sufficient time to heat to its hottest setting up to 1500°. 
This is very important because the PVC coating must be broken down to the tacky stage 
before the patch will adhere to the curtain body. A second person will now be necessary 
to hold a flat rigid surface or board at the damaged area on the outside of the curtain. 
This provides a roller backing surface for the person inside who will actually install the 
patch. Be sure the board is free of any dirt, grime or paint, as the heat tends to bond such 
material to the curtain surface.

Step Five: Patching

Place the patch over the damaged area in the desired location. Now place the heat gun 
tip between the two layers of material at their interface and begin using the roller to 
press and roll as the gun tip is moved ahead of the roller and bonding occurs. Continue 
this process until finished. Do not hurry this process. Remember that the heat must 
break down the PVC coating and the roller must be used to press the two layers together. 
Shortcutting or underheating will result in patches that are not effective.

If you have any problems or questions, please feel free to call Allvan at (615) 459-2511 for 
assistance.
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Maintenance
Curtain Roller Servicing

To quickly and safely complete the replacement of curtain 
rollers, you will need:

 1. A large flat clean surface as tall as the curtain and 
capable of handling most of the curtain length.

 2. Scaffolding or tall safety ladders that allow at least chest 
high access to the rollers.

 3. One person for about ever 4 to 6 feet of curtain.

Tools you will need:

 • 1/
4” Punch

 • Hammer

 • Socket Bolt

 • Cutter

Parts you will need:

 • Two 1/
4” diameter x 3/

4” long hex bolts for each roller.

 • A nylon inserted lock nut for each bolt.

 • Two flat washers for each bolt.

 • Replacement roller bearings.

Curtain Removal

 1. Release tension from the curtain at the front and rear 
and remove the curtain poles from the retention pockets. 
Attach the front curtain pole on the pole hook.

 2. Remove the stop bolt from the end of the curtain rail at 
the rear. This allows the curtain rollers to be removed 
from the rail.

 3. Feed the end of the curtain out of the rail. Pass the end of 
the curtain to the bucket brigade on the ground and lay 
the curtain out for work.

Roller Removal

 1. Cut through the Huck Bolt collar using the bolt cutters.

 2. Using a 1/
4” steel punch and a hammer, drive the center of 

the Huck Bolt out of the collar (see drawing A).

Reinstallation

 1. Install the curtain roller by using the hex bolts, washers, 
and lock nuts (see drawing B).

 2. Reinstall the curtain into the rail by reversing the 
process in step 4.

 3. Replace stop bolt in the end the rail.

 4. Tension curtain.

A

B
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Replacement Parts
Replacement Parts List

Allvan maintains a complete inventory of replacement parts for all products we 
manufacture. Immediate shipment is available subject to per-established credit terms or 
collect shipment. For parts orders, call our Parts Department at (615) 459-2511, extension 144. 
You may refer to the parts list provided in this manual for the part numbers on your unit.

C1026 ALU 47’ Top Rail
C1027 ALU 52’ Top Rail

C1045 ALU 52’ Sliding Post Roof Rail
C1046 ALU 47’ Sliding Post Roof Rail

C8701 STR  Lower Strap Assembly C8702 STR 4” x 30’ Winch Strap

RP404 FRM Painted Side Post Channel K4531 1/
4“  Monobolt Rivet
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Replacement Parts

C9530 MIS Sliding Double Winch C9554 MIS Curtain Roller Ball Bearings

C9548 MIS Delrin White Roller C9572 MIS Waisted D-Ring

C8808 BKL SS Overcenter Buckle C9526 MIS 12 - 7/
8” Grab Handle
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SP434 ASY 101 Sliding PostRP431 ASY 102 Removable Posts

Replacement Parts

C9673 MIS LNGVR Wrapper Channel C9674 MIS LNGVR  Wrapper Channel

C9574 MIS Plain Grey EyeletC9571 MIS Gray Valance Pelmet
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C9652 FRM CS Front Roof Bracket

LED61 ELE 4” Red Clearance Marker

LED55 ELE Red Clearance Light

LED62 ELE 4” Amber Clearance Marker

LED56 ELE Yellow Clearance Light

Replacement Parts

C9651 FRM RS Front Roof Bracket
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DH01001 4” x 1/
4“ Curb Side Hinge

C6007 WOO Apitong Shiplap Floor

K5287 ALU 1”x 1/
8“ x 12” Flat Bar C9604 MIS 10’ J-Shape Moulding

DH01003 1/
4“ x 5.25” Zinc Hinge Pin

K6533 DOR Lockrod Hardware Kit

Replacement Parts
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K2654 STE 10’ Top Logistics Track

C9588 MIS R45 RHF Ratchet Tensioner

K2655 STE 10’ Bottom Logistics Track

C9568 MIS R45 LHF Ratchet TensionerC9567 MIS R45 RHF Ratchet Tensioner

C9589 MIS R45 LHF Ratchet Tensioner

Replacement Parts
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K6552 DOR Foam Core Door Set

K2656 MIS 92”-106” Shoring Bar Pogo

C9672 MIS R29 LHF Ratchet TensionerC9671 MIS R29 RHF Ratchet Tensioner

Replacement Parts

SS0083 Cement Vinyl

C8700 STR Top Strap with Buckle

 Table of Contents

Introduction

 The Curtainside
 Advantage

Operation

 Checklist

 Safety Precautions

 Curtain Operations

 Buckle Operations

Side Post Operations

 Center Post Operations

Maintenance

 Maintenance Schedule

 Curtain Cleaning

 Curtain Repair Process

 Curtain Roller Servicing

Replacement Parts

 Replacement Parts List

Allvan Services

Repair Services



22

Allvan Services
Repair Service

Extensive repairs are best accomplished at our facility in LaVergne, Tennessee, and take a 
special place in our schedule for prompt completion. Repairs to side curtains can be made 
either on the chassis/trailer at our facility or by removing the curtains from the chassis/
trailer and shipping them to us for immediate attention. We can repair or replace curtains 
of any style, including those manufactured by others. Graphic repairs are also available.

For warranty repairs to be made outside our facility, and to assure your warranty is not 
compromised, please call your Account Executive directly.

Call (615) 459- 2511 for support and use phone extension 100 for routing to the proper 
Account Executive for repair price and delivery quotations, or contact your Account 
Executive directly.

For customers in need of Class 7 truck chassis or truck trailers and would like our 
assistance, please call. We’re always ready to help you in your search.
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